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Wednesday September 11th, 2024 

For Vocations,   

Parishioners of St. Jude the  Apostle 

 

Friday September 13th, 2024 

For the Intentions of the Parishioners of St. Jude, 

Fr. Patrick Rice 

 

Saturday, September 14th, 2024-4:00PM 

Margaret Whitmore, Family 

Jerri Richards, Husband 

Rosane Farcher, Husband 

 

Sunday, September 15th,  2024-10:00AM 

John Perkinson, Wife 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 † 23rd  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY                                                                                                                           

Sanctuary Votive Light 

For Our Priests, Deacons, Brothers, Religions and 

Lay Orders  

St. Jude the Apostle Parishioners 

 

Saturday, September 7th, 2024-4:00PM 

Irene Mozsesik, Nicole & Don Heckelman 

Dave & Dorthea Castle, Children 

Rosane Farcher, Husband 

William Tymeson, Wife 

 

 

Sunday, September 8th,  2024-10:00AM 

John Perkinson, Wife 

Joseph Frost, Mom, Dad, Matthew & Taye 

John Ryan, St. Jude Knights of Columbus 

Saturday,  September 14, 2024 

Mass 4:00PM 

Fr. Joseph Cebula 

Sunday, September 15, 2024 

Mass 10:00AM 

Fr. Joseph Cebula 

Saturday,  September 14, 2024 

Mass 5:30PM* 

Fr. Patrick Rice  

*this time change is only for 

9/14 

Sunday, September 15, 2024 

Mass 8:30AM 

Fr. Joseph Cebula 

Saturday,  September 21, 2024 

Mass 4:00PM 

Fr. Patrick Rice  

Sunday, September 22, 2024 

Mass 10:00AM 

Fr. Patrick Rice 

Saturday, September 21, 2024 

Mass 4:00PM 

Fr. James Donlon 

Sunday, September 22, 2024 

Mass 8:30AM 

Fr. Patrick Rice 

St. Jude the Apostle St. Michael the Archangel 



             

PASTORAL STAFF 
FR. PATRICK RICE, Pastor 

frpat.aspspp@gmail.com 

 

43 Brookside Ave., Wynantskill, NY 12198 

Phone: (518) 283-1162 

 

Kris Hoffay, St. Jude the Apostle, School Principal 

khoffay@stjudetheapostleschool.org 

Karla Jones, Office Manager, SJAWyan@rcda.org 

JoAnn & Steven Taylor, Faith Formation, ffstmichaels@gmail.com 

Allison Hartwich, Business Mgr.,  ksjaw@rcda.org 

Chris Harris, Ministry Coordinator, Cbharris17@gmail.com 
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H e put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and 

said to him, “Ephphatha!”—that is, “Be opened!”—And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his speech impedi-

ment was removed, and he spoke plainly. Mark 7:33–35 

One interesting point in this story is that the people who brought this deaf and mute man to Jesus begged Him to “lay his 

hand on him” so as to heal him. But what did Jesus do? Instead, He took the man away from the crowd, put His divine fin-

ger into the man’s ears, touched the man’s tongue with His own sacred saliva and the man was cured. At first, the act of 

putting your finger into someone else’s ear and touching their tongue with your own saliva may seem repulsive. Normally it 

would be. To understand these two actions, we must understand the symbolism. 

 

The image of a finger is used a num- ber of times in the Scriptures to refer to God’s 

power. In the Book of Exodus after the plague of the gnats, Pharaoh’s magicians 

said that this was clearly done “by the finger of God” (Exodus 8:19). On the moun-

tain when Moses received the Ten Commandments we know that it was also God’s 

finger that wrote them (Exodus 31:18). In the book of Daniel, a finger appeared 

and wrote a prophetic message on a wall (Daniel 5:5). In the New Testament, Jesus 

cast out a demon “by the finger of God” (Luke 11:20) and in today’s Gospel He 

healed this man’s hearing with His finger. The “finger of God” is understood as the 

power of God and an action of the Holy Spirit. Thus, by using His sacred finger to 

heal, Jesus was symbolically re- vealing that He fully exercised the power of God 

and acted in perfect union with the Holy Spirit and the Father. 

The image of saliva is also interesting. Perhaps you have noticed that when an animal has a wound it often licks that wound. 

This is a natural instinct but also one that makes sense. Saliva has a certain medicinal power of healing. It contains antibac-

terial agents. Therefore, since normal saliva can help heal a wound, Jesus’s saliva is able to heal in a supernatural way. Re-

call, also, that Jesus healed a blind man by spitting on the ground and then smearing the mud on his eyes (John 9:6). 

 

Did Jesus need to use His finger and His saliva to heal this man? Certainly not. He could have done it with a mere thought. 

But He chose to use His body as an instrument of His healing power. Doing so reveals to us that Jesus’ humanity became 

the source of unity between God and man. Even His finger and His saliva unite us to God. Everything about the Son of God 

in His human form dispensed grace, healing and mercy. Even that which may, at first, seem most repulsive. 

 

Though there is much we can take from this passage, one thing that should not be missed is that if Jesus chose to use His 

finger and even his saliva to dispense His power, so, also, He desires to continue using the members of His Body to distrib-

ute His grace. By Baptism, you are a member of Christ’s Body, the Church. You are His hands and feet, His eyes and voice, 

His heart and finger, and even His saliva. That last thought is very humbling. But if Jesus can use His saliva for healing, He 

can use you. If we can humbly understand that, then we will be better disposed to become an instrument of His divine 

mercy to those who need it. God is able to use us NOT because we are worthy of being used. Rather, He can use us because 

He has chosen to do so, even in our most humble state. 

 

Reflect, today, upon the image of Jesus healing this deaf and mute man. If you ever feel as though God cannot 

use you, call to mind the way in which our Lord worked this miracle. If God can use His finger and His saliva, 

He certainly can use you, no matter how unworthy or sinful you may be. This miracle shows us that God can use 

all things for His glory for the simple reason that He is God. Humble yourself and offer yourself to God to use 

you as He wills. Doing so will give God the opportunity to manifest His almighty power through you. 

 

My healing Lord, when You took on human form, You united divinity with humanity. Through Your sacred hu-

manity, You poured forth Your grace and mercy and continue to do so today. Please use me, dear Lord, as an 

instrument of Your grace. May I always humbly see myself as Your unworthy instrument, whom You choose to 

use despite my unworthiness. Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 

 



 

Diocesan Women’s Conference 
 

Where:  St. Edward the Confessor in Clifton Park  

When:  Saturday, October 19, 2024 

Time:  Check-in at 8:00 AM;  Event runs from 9 AM to 3:30 PM 

Speakers:  Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger and Laura Phelps 
(National Catholic Speaker, Author, Walking with Purpose Content Crea-

tion Manager, and Podcaster) 

Conference includes:  Three Presentations, Adoration, Reconcilia-

tion, Rosary, Mass, lunch, and beverages.   

 

Register:   www.rcda.org/UnleashingLove 
 

LIVING WITH LOSS 
 

Our Living with Loss Group will resume sessions on Thurs-

day, September 19 at 3 pm at the Parish Center. Anyone who 

is navigating thru their grief journey is invited to attend. No 

RSVP is necessary. 



Attention parents of school age children-

the first day of school will be here before 

you know it. Now is a great time to check 

with your child's pediatrician to see if they 

are in need of vaccinations before starting 

back to school. Sending in documentation to 

the school nurse ahead of time saves every-

one a lot of time and effort!  

School Bus Traffic will be beginning 

shortly! PLEASE remember to STOP when those 

bus red lights are flashing. PAY atten-

tion EVERY time you see a bus approaching-

especially watch the kids who may Not be paying 

attention. Too often we hear about or actually see 

cars passing a bus who is 

loading or discharging 

kids. STAY ALERT! 

September   
Devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows  

 

O most Holy Mother, Queen of Sorrows, who followed 

your beloved Son through all the Way of the Cross, 

and whose heart was pierced with a fresh sword of 

grief at all the stations of that most sorrowful journey, 

obtain for us, we beseech you, O most loving Mother, a 

perpetual remembrance of our Blessed Savior's Cross  

We are seeking donations of baby flannel material 
to make receiving blankets to support Glory House 
- an important Ministry that supports and sustains 
pregnant women ages 18-25. If you have baby flan-
nel to donate, please drop it off at the St. Michael’s 
Parish Office or contact   Phyllis Mescia at 518-244

-3412 or pmescia@nycap.rr.com.  Thank you! 

 



New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

W.B.
 O’Connor Inc.

Ch u r c h Go o d s

897 New Loudon Rd., Latham, NY  12110

(518) 785-7750   
S i n c e  1 9 2 0

CRIMINAL LAW
PERSONAL INJURY

GENERAL PRACTICE
Arthur R. Frost, Esq.

afrost@frostfirm.com

Frost & Kavanaugh, p.c.
287 North Greenbush Road
Troy, New York 12180-8514

(518) 283-3000 • Fax (518) 283-8060

1 Madison St.
Troy, NY 12180
518-432-4470

Dispatch 518-434-4201
Fax 518-271-2205

R•J•VALENTE
GRAVEL, INC.

Today’s scholars
Tomorrow’s leaders

518-283-2500
lasalleinstitute.org

Professional Service with Dignity ~ Pre-Arrangement Counseling
Bereavement Counselling ~ Direct Cremations ~ Off Street Parking

518-274-1011 
294 WHITEVIEW ROAD, WYNANTSKILL 

JOHN H. CLINTON, JR. | EILEEN A. CLINTON

JOHN H. CLINTON 
 FUNERAL HOME, INC&518-283-2911 

294 WHITEVIEW ROAD, WYNANTSKILL 
BLAKE & PERNICIARO

WYNANTSKILL 
FUNERAL HOME LLC

	 Online Ordering 
	 Now Available!
	 Get Rewarded for 
	 Ordering Online. 
	 Check out our DEALS
 	 tab for special offers

174 Main Avenue, Wynantskill
283-0800

www.LabellaPizzaWynantskill.com

dine in • carry out • fast del ivery!
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LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Victoria Russo

vrusso@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6283


