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Are You Envious of My Generosity? ;Envidias Mi Generosidad? Francisco
Francis and the Math of Grace y la Matematica de la Gracia
Dear Parish Family, Querida familia parroquial:

This weekend's Gospel (Matthew 20:1-
16) tells the story of a landowner who
goes out at dawn to hire workers for his
vineyard. He hires more at nine, more at
noon, more at three, and still more at five
— an hour before the workday ends.
When evening comes, he pays every one
of them the same full day's wage. The
ones who arrived at dawn are furious.

El Evangelio de este fin de semana
(Mateo 20, 1-16) cuenta la historia de un
propietario que sale al amanecer a
contratar trabajadores para su viha.
Contrata a més a las nueve, a mas al
mediodia, a més a las tres, y todavia a
més a las cinco — una hora antes de que
termine la jornada. Al llegar la tarde, les
paga a todos el mismo salario completo.

They worked longer; they expect more. The LORD isjust Los que llegaron al amanecer se
The landowner's answer cuts to the inall his ways indignan. Trabajaron mas tiempo;
heart of the parable: "Am I not free to do and holy esperan recibir mas. La respuesta del
as I wish with my own money? Are you in all his works. propietario va al corazon de la pardbola:

envious because I am

generous?” It is, as Isaiah reminds us in this Sunday's first
reading, a matter of God's ways being higher than our ways,
his thoughts higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:6-9). We keep
score. God gives.

There is a story about Francis that gets at exactly this scandal
of grace. One winter day, walking with Brother Leo from
Perugia toward the Portiuncula, cold and half-frozen, Francis
began to describe what perfect joy is — by first ruling out
everything Leo assumed it would be. Write, Leo, he said, that
perfect joy is not in a friar who works miracles, or heals the sick,
or raises the dead. Write that it is not in knowing every
language, every science, every secret of Scripture, or even in
converting whole nations to Christ. Two miles of this went by,
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St. James Food Pantry
3391 Delaware Ave,, (rear)

518441-1929
Mon. & Wed.: 10:00 am —12:30 pm

St. John's/St. Anne’s Center 5184729091

88 Fourth Ave. Mon.,, Wed., Th.: 10:00 am —12:00 pm
1.00pm—3:00pm

Welcome Table Tues., Sat., 11:30 am —1:00 pm

«Acasono puedo hacer lo que quiero
con mi dinero? ;O te da envidia que yo sea generoso? Es,
como nos recuerda Isaias en la primera lectura de este domingo,
que los caminos de Dios son més altos que nuestros caminos, y
sus pensamientos més altos que nuestros pensamientos (Isaias
55, 6-9). Nosotros llevamos la cuenta. Dios da.

Hay una historia sobre Francisco que capta exactamente este
escandalo de la gracia. Un dia de invierno, caminando con el
hermano Ledén desde Perugia hacia la Porcitincula, helados y
agotados, Francisco comenzé a describir en qué consiste la
petfecta alegria — comenzando por descartar todo lo que Leén
suponia que seria. Escribe, Ledn, le dijo, que la perfecta alegria
no estd en un hermano que hace milagros, cura enfermos o
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resucita muertos. Escribe que no estd en conocer todas las
lenguas, todas las ciencias, todos los secretos de la Escritura, ni
siquiera en convertir naciones enteras a Cristo. Asi pasaron dos
millas, negacién tras negacion, hasta que Ledn finalmente le
preguntd sin rodeos: entonces, jen qué consiste?

Francisco respondi6 con una escena, no con una doctrina.
Imagina, le dijo, que llegamos al convento empapados,
helados, hambrientos, y llamamos a la puerta. El portero sale,
no nos reconoce, y nos echa tratindonos de ladrones y
embaucadores. Si volvemos a llamar y nos maldice y nos cierra
la puerta, y lo soportamos sin turbarmos, sin una palabra
amarga — eso, Ledn, es la perfecta alegria. Y si pierde atin mas
la paciencia, sale con un garrote lleno de nudos, nos golpea y
nos revuelca en la nieve, y lo aceptamos con alegria por amor a
Cristo, pensando en su propio sufrimiento — eso, por encima
de toda gracia y de todo don que el Espiritu Santo concede a
sus amigos, es la perfecta alegria. Porque todo lo demas — los
milagros, el conocimiento, la sabiduria, hasta convertir al
mundo entero — son dones que Dios le da a un siervo. Pero
vencerse a si mismo, y soportar el sufrimiento y el desprecio
por amor, con gusto, por Cristo: eso es algo que nadie puede
atribuirse como mérito propio. Eso es la gracia obrando de
principio a fin en nosotros, sin nada de por medio que
hayamos ganado nosotros mismos.

Hjense en lo que hace Francisco. Va desmontando, una por
una, cada medida basada en el mérito que Leén habria usado
para dasificar la santidad — exactamente la misma medida
que los primeros trabajadores usaron para reclamar su salario.
Ledn suponia que la perfecta alegria se encontraria en la cima
de alguna escalera de logros. Francisco seguia diciendo no, no,
no, hasta que a Leén no le quedé més apoyo que el don
gratuito mismo — una alegria entregada al que es golpeado y
rechazado con la misma plenitud con que podria entregarse al
que hace milagros. Esta es precisamente la matematica del
propietario: el salario no es proporcional a las horas trabajadas.
Es proporcional a su propia bondad, que no tiene proporcién
alguna.

Join Hallow Today!
We have a network-wide subscription,
so enjoy all the benefits of Hallow : set
and maintain a prayer routine and
includes audio Bible stories, prayers,
meditations, Lectio Divina, Christian
music and so much more!

Si somos honestos, la mayoria de nosotros vivimos como los
trabajadores contratados al amanecer. Medimos nuestra
cercania a Dios por nuestro historial — afios en la banca,
sacrificios hechos, pecados evitados — y en silencio nos molesta
cuando alguien que «no se lo ha ganado» parece recibir la
misma misericordia, la misma bienvenida, la misma paz que a
nosotros nos costd tanto. Francisco pas6 su vida
desaprendiendo esa matemética. El Evangelio de hoy nos pide
hacer lo mismo —no trabajando menos, sino soltando el control
de la cuenta, y recibiendo la generosidad de Dios como regalo y
no como salario.

Antes de terminar, quiero decirles un sincero gracias. Ustedes
llegan aqui con fidelidad, y esa fidelidad nunca se desperdicia
— pero espero que también sepan que el amor de Dios por
ustedes nunca fue algo que tuvieran que ganarse. Siempre fue
un regalo, ofrecido con la misma libertad a ustedes que a quien
apenas llega ala puerta.

Y los invito esta semana: noten los momentos en que se
descubren midiendo — comparando su propio mérito con el de
otro, llevando la cuenta de quién merece qué. Cuando lo noten,
entréguenlo. Pidan a Dios la gracia que pidi6 Francisco: no més
logros que mostrar, sino un corazén suficientemente libre para
alegrarse cuando Dios es generoso, aunque sea con otro.

Con gratitud y bendiciones,

5P, Dawcel CVatlyo

At geir-choel giving

Never again worry Where your envelopes
your checkbook is... whether you remembered to donate this
week!

to the church will happen automatically
and leave you free and relaxed.

Use the QR code or the url below to sign up for secure,
consistent, and direct church donations.

StFrancisofAssisialbanyflocknote.com/give

In addition to automated payments, you can also sign up for
the latest updates, event reminders, and parish news delivered
straight to your phone or inbox!

https:/ /StFrancisof Assisialbany.flocknote.com
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negation after negation, until Leo finally asked him plainly: then
whatis it?

Francis answered with a scene, not a doctrine. Imagine, he said,
that we arrive at the friary soaked through, frozen, starving, and
we knock. The porter comes, doesn't recognize us, and turns us
away as thieves and frauds. If we knock again and he curses us
and slams the door, and we bear it without being troubled,
without a bitter word — that, Leo, is perfect joy. And if he loses
patience further, comes out with a knotted stick, beats us and
rolls us in the snow, and we accept it with joy for love of Christ,
thinking of his own suffering — that, above every grace

and every gift the Holy Spirit gives his friends, is perfect joy.
Because everything else — miracles, knowledge, wisdom, even
converting the world — these are gifts God gives to a servant.
But to conquer oneself, and to endure suffering and contempt
out of love, gladly, for Christ's sake: that is something no one can
take credit for. That is grace working all the way through us,
with nothing left over that we earned ourselves.

Notice what Francis is doing. He is dismantling, one by one,
every merit-based measure Leo would have used to rank
holiness — exactly the measure the first-hired laborers used to
rank their wage. Leo assumed perfect joy would be found at the
top of some ladder of accomplishment. Francis kept saying no,
no, no, until Leo had nothing left to stand on but the free gift
itself —a joy handed to the one who is beaten and turned away
just as fully as it could be handed to the one who works

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We can participate in the work of God by helping
the poor. When we all work together, we are able to
help bring God’s aid and hope to those in need.
Please help those in need through almsgiving.
Either place your gift in one of the poor boxes near
the church entrance, or place a check made out to
“The St. Vincent de Paul Society” in the collection
basket.
You can also help by joining us.
Call the Cathedral at 518-463-4447 to learn more.

miracles. This is precisely the landowner's math: the wage isn't
proportioned to the hours worked. It is proportioned to his own
goodness, which has no proportion at all.

If we're honest, most of us live like the workers hired at dawn.
We measure our closeness to God by our record — years in the
pew, sacrifices made, sins avoided — and we quietly resent it
when someone who "hasn't earned it" seems to receive the
same mercy, the same welcome, the same peace we worked so
hard for. Francis spent his life unlearning that math. So does
today's Gospel ask us to unlearn it, too — not by working less,
but by releasing our grip on the ledger, and receiving God's
generosity as gift rather than wage.

Before I close, I want to say a heartfelt thank you. You show
up here faithfully, and your faithfulness is never wasted —but I
hope you also know that God's love for you was never
something you had to earn in the first place. It was always a gift,
offered as freely to you as to the onejust arriving at the door.

And I invite you this week: notice the moments you catch
yourself measuring — comparing your worthiness to someone
else's, keeping score of who deserves what. When you catch it,
hand it over. Ask God for the grace Francis asked for: not more
accomplishments to point to, but a heart free enough to rejoice
when he is generous, even to someone else.

With gratitude and blessings,

EP. Daniel Yalleje

Second Collection
The second collection today is for the upcoming snow

removal expenses.

LEFT BEHIND AT THE PICNIC
One helpful person left behind a thermal tote bag.
Please contact Roberta Grieco at 518-269-5576.

KoC Chicken Parmesan Dinner
On Saturday, October 3rd, 2026 from 4 - 7 PM, the
Latham-Colonie KoC #3394 are hosting their Annual
Chicken Parmesan Dinner (prepared by members Steve
and Jude Chiera), at 328 Troy-Schenectady Road,
Latham, N.Y. 12110.
Menu; Salad, Chicken Parmesan w/Spaghetti, Bread,
Dessert, Coffee or Tea.

Both Dine-In and Take Out Options are available.
Donation $20.

Reserve at 518-782-0572 or by scanning the QR code on
site: //www.lathamcolonie.com/dinners-events



Clergy
Delaware Ave. Requested by: Father Daniel Vallejo, Pastor VallejoD@rcda.org
Sat., Sept. 19 Assisting Clergy
4:00 pm Pro Populo Rev. Emmanuel Udoh udohe@rcda.org
Rev. Jacek Orzechowski, OFM Parish
Sun., Sept. 20 t Gail Catoggio Family )
9:00 am Operations Manager
Mrs. Barbara Koerner-Fox
10:30 am Pro Populo Barbara.Koernerfox@rcda.org
Sat., Sept. 26 t Alicia & Jorge GrJa clela & Liturgical Coordinator & Sacristan
4:00 pm Constantino ames Mr. Patrick Buonacore,
DeSemone .
Patrick.Buonacore@rcda.org
Sun., Sept. 27 .
9:00 amp Pro Populo Family Music
Ms. Kristen Witham
10:30 am Pro Populo
Buildings & Grounds
Mr. Kurt Schlachter, Facilities Manager
Cathedralfacilities@rcda.org
South End Requested By: * *
St. Francis is currently being served
Sat., Sept. 13 Pro Populo by The Albany Parishes office
10:30 am e
Mailing Address: 125 Eagle St., Albany, NY 12202
Sat., Sept. 20 Phone Number: (518) 463-4447
Pro Populo '
10:30 am Email: Cathedral: CICAlban@rcda.org
Office Hours: M—F: 9:00 am—4:00 pm (Closed for
national holidays and as noted in the bulletin)
SC. RANCIS OfF assisl
Readings for the Week of Sept. 20, 2026 Mass and Confessions Schedule
Confession and Mass Schedule
Sun:  Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/ Sat:  Confession: 3:15-350pm St Francis (Del. Ave.)
Mt 20:1-16a Mass 400pm St. Francis (Del. Ave.)
Mon:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 Suns Mo oo SandsOave)
Tues:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/ am 5t Francis (Del Ave)

Mass 10:30 am St. Francis (South End)
Lk 8:19-21

Wed:  Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 /Lk 9:1-6
Thurs: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/

Lk 9:7-9 Comunidad Hispana
391 DELAWARE AVE. ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Fri: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/1Lk 9:18-22 ) .
Sat: Eccl 11:9-12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/ Santal\fhsa: Dorn?ngo 10:30am

Lk 9:43b-45 Confesiones: Domingo 10:00 am

Primer Domingo del mes: Benedicion a todos los ninos y jovenes
Next Sunday: al final de la Santa Misa.
Ez 18:25-28 /Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ Hora Santa:

Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32 Todos los primeros Sabados de cada mes a las 5:15 pm.
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DANIEL KEENAN

Funeral Home
490 Delaware Ave., Albany, NY 12209
(518) 463-1594
www.danielkeenanfuneralhome.com
Serving the parish families since 1955!
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Home Security
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From a Name You Can Trust
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® Flood Detection
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JAMES D.WARREN
& SON, INC.

Heating « Plumbing
Air Conditioning « Refrigeration

ALBANY
518-434-6138 « 24 Hour Service

Advertise here
Call 800-950-9952

catholicmatch’
New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Support Our
Advertisers!

MOORE FIRE
EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service
Professional Recharging &
Service At Your Location
Randy Moore - President
462 Orange Street - Albany

518-438-1927

Ovder Online at duckdonuts.com | Open 7 days from 8am - 6pm
VISIT US! Latham Farms near Dick’s Sporting Goods

2 FREE
BUCK-—’% DONUTS

NUTS 2 WITH ANY PURCHASE

WARM, DELICIOUS & MaDE TOoRDER TO REWARD YOURSELF JUST BECAUSE
YOU ATTENDED THIS SERVICE TODAY

Valid only in-shop at duck Donuts Latham. Limit one coupon per person, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer. No cash value.

1 Coupon per family please.

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Victoria Russo

vrusso@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6283
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