FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 5 JULY 2026

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

St. Francis of Assisi
391 Delaware Avenue, Albany

South End
93 Fourth Avenue, Albany

This weekend, our nation
celebrates the 250th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. Unlike most
nations, the United States was not
founded primarily on a shared
ethnmicity, language, or culture.
Instead, our founders built a
political community out of diverse
peoples united by a shared vision
of hberty. That wision echoes
something deep n the Christian
mystery revealed 1in today’s
Gospel.

Jesus returns to his hometown.
The people see only what 1s
famihar: the carpenter, the son of
Mary, one of their own. As Mark
tells us, “They took offense at him.
Jesus said, ‘A prophet 1s not without honor except in his
native place and among his own kin and in his own house.””
Theirr narrow vision blinds them. Jesus has come to
Inaugurate a new communion that transcends geography,
bloodlines, and culture. He has come to unite all people in
himself.

At its best, America’s national unity reflects this possibility,
which fully subsists only in the Catholic Church. Our unity 1s
not based on ancestry or tribe, but on a shared commitment
to higher ideals. For this reason, we can love our country
with gratitude while situating patriotism within the broader
horizon of faith.

Rooted m Christ, we are less vulnerable to the unholy
tribalism that threatens civic life and faith. This weekend, let
us thank God for our nation and pray that we also live as
citizens of Heaven in Jesus Christ.

— Father John Muir

St. James Food Pantry

391 Delaware Ave., (rear)

(518) 414-1929
Mon. & Wed. 10:00 am—12:30 pm

St. John’s/St. Anne’s Center (518) 472-9091
88 Fourth Ave. Mon,Wed, Th: 10:00 am—12:00 pm
1:00 pm—3:00 pm

Welcome Table Tues. Th: 11:30 am—1:00 pm

@saintfrancisalbany
www.facebook.com/SaintFrancisAlbany

Vivimos en tiempos donde la
gratitud v la confianza en la
familia y en la sociedad han
perdido su valor. Muy poco se
agradece vy la conflanza esta
muchas veces a prueba entre las
personas. ¢Doénde estin esos
sentimientos de aprecio por las
cosas buenas? ¢Donde se ha
quedado la confianza del uno
para el otro? Reconocer estos
sentimientos en las personas
que nos rodean y en nosotros
mismos es un verdadero reto.
Hoy, la Palabra de Dios nos
muestra como Jesus es
agradecido con su Padre: “Yo
te alabo, Padre, Senor del cielo
y de la tierra, porque has
mantenido ocultas estas cosas a
los sabios y entendidos y las has revelado a la gente
sencilla” (Mateo 11:25). Jestis nos da muestra de la confianza
que existe entre el Padre y el Hijo.

Actualmente, ;cudles seran las cosas sencillas que debemos
perseguir? La sencillez, la conhianza y la gratitud, de seguro,
se encuentran en una busqueda sincera con el mismo Hijo
de Dios. La base es la relacion personal que llevemos con el
Senor por medio de la oracion y el acercamiento sincero a
los sacramentos de la Reconciliaciéon y la Eucaristia. Los
cristianos no debemos permitir que la tibieza y el cansancio
nos alejen de la busqueda de un encuentro intimo con
Jesucristo para aprender de sus ensenanzas. Cada dia es una
oportunidad para un nuevo comienzo y para seguirlo con
fidehdad. Recordemos que “su yugo es suave y su carga
ligera”. {I%s la promesa al seguirlo!

INSIDE THE BULLETIN:

Meet Fr. Daniel Vallejo, Our New Pastor p-3
iEn Espaiol tambien! p.3
Meet our new Social Communications

Director p-2

A Reflection on St. Francis and the Fucharist — p.2




FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — 5 JULY 2026

MEET OUR NEW COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
NICOLLE MENDOZA

Hi, I'm Nicolle. It's so nice to meet you!

For the past seven years, my work has focused on
project management and place branding, which 1s
centered on helping communities honor their
history, share their identity, and bring meaningful
ideas to life. This experience has taught me how to
work closely with others and build projects from the
ground up through hard work and dedication.

I am truly excited to bring this background to the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, Historic Saint Mary’s, and St. Francis
of Assisi. My goal is to work alongside the church community to
ensure everyone stays well-informed, while also sharing with the
wider world what makes our parishes so special.

To help us do that, we are officially launching our
Flocknote platform! I highly encourage everyone to sign up so you
can stay fully up-to-date with parish news, upcoming events, and
find streamlined opportunities to support our church through
online giving.

We have some amazing efforts planned, and I cannot wait to
get started. Specifically, I am looking to build out our social media
content creation and live stream teams. If you have a passion for
these, we would love to have you join our volunteer teams! Feel
free to email me at nicolle.mendoza@rcda.org

I look forward to creating collaborative efforts within our
community, and I would love for you to be a part of it. I look
forward to connecting with you.

Flocknotes Link:

https://stirancisofassisialbany.flocknote.com

|\l

JOIN US ON FLOCKNOTE TODAY?!

STAY CONNECTED.
SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
Get the latest updates, event
reminders, and parish news
delivered straight to your
phone or inbox.

We are moving our
community updates and
digital giving over to

Flocknote - and we want
you with us!

‘Why Sign Up?

e Stay in the Loop: Get real
-time text or email updates
about mass
events, and ministries.

No spam, we promise.

eSafe & Easy Giving: Securely set up one-time or recurring
donations to support our church community in just a few taps!

schedules,

Use this ink: https://stfrancisofassisialbany.flocknote.com

or the included QR code

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
MASS AND CONFESSION SCHEDULE

‘Weekend Confession and Mass Schedule:
Saturday: Confession — 3:15—3:50 pm  St. Francis (Del. Ave.)
St. Francis (Del. Ave.)

Mass 4:00 pm

Sunday: Mass 9:00 am
Mass 10:30 am

Mass 10:30 am

St. Francis (Del. Ave.)
St. Francis (Del. Ave.)

St. Francis (South

COMUNIDAD HISPANA
391 DELAWARE AVE ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Santa Misa: Domingo 10:30 AM

Confesiones: Domingo 10:00 AM

Primer Domingo del mes: Bendicion a todos los nifios y

jovenes al final de la Santa Misa

e Hora Santa: Todos los primeros Sdbados de cada mes a
las 5:15pm.

St. Francis of Assisi and the Fucharist
A Reflection

‘We remember St. Francis for his joyful simplicity, love of
nature and poverty, but the true center of his spirituality was
“the most holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Francis was amazed by the humility of a God who comes to us
daily under the appearance of bread: “O sublime humility! O
humble sublimity! The Lord of the universe so humbles Him-
self that for our salvation He hides Himself under an ordinary
piece of bread!”

For Francis, the Eucharist was not mere symbol but the living
Christ, present just as he had been among the Apostles. Be-
cause of this, he insisted on reverence—clean churches, worthy
vessels, and devotion from clergy and laity alike. In his final
letter, he didn’t emphasize poverty, obedience or ecology—
hallmarks of his movement—rather, he commanded his friars
to preach penance and Eucharistic devotion everywhere.

As we celebrate the “Year of St. Francis,” proclaimed by Pope
Leo to mark the 800" jubilee of his death, we commit our-
selves to a deeper devotion to the Fucharist and recall our
friend’s words: “Hold back nothing of yourselves, that He
‘Who gives Himself totally to you may receive you totally.”

Peace and all good!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters
of St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Grace and peace to you!

It 1s with a heart full of joy and gratitude that I mtroduce
myself as your new pastor. My name is Fr. Daniel Vallejo, and
I come to you after two years of priestly ministry that have
shaped me deeply — from my formation at Mundelein
Seminary in Chicago, to parish life here in the Diocese of
Albany. Along the
way, I have had the
privilege of walking
with families in their
joys and  sorrows,
accompanying young
people in their search
for meaning, and
celebrating the

sacraments  that
connect us to the
living God —

especially during the
last two and a half
years at St. Puus X
Church 1 n

Loudonville, under
the guidance of Fr.
Jim Walsh.

I believe  the
Church is, above all, a home — and a home is only truly a
home when everyone who enters feels welcomed, known, and
loved.

And what better patron for that mission than Saint Francis
ol Assis!! He was a man who looked at the broken, the
forgotten, and the outcast — and saw the face of Christ. He
rebuilt what was crumbling, not with power, but with love.
That 1s exactly the spirit I hope we will cultivate together.

This 1s a new beginning for all of us. A new chapter. And
I believe with all my heart that God has beautiful things
store for this community.

I come to you not as someone who has all the answers,
but as a brother in faith — ready to listen, to serve, and to walk
alongside each one of you. Together, we will build a parish
that 1s truly a place of encounter: where the lonely find
friendship, where the wounded find healing, where the
searching find a home.

Our doors are open. Our hearts are open. You are
welcome here — exactly as you are.

Let us begin this journey together, in the spirit of our
beloved Saint Francis: with simplicity, with joy, and above all,
with love.

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Daniel Vallejo

Queridos hermanos y hermanas
de la Parroquia de San Francisco de Asis

iLa gracia y la paz del Senor estén con ustedes!

Es con el corazon lleno de alegria y gratitud que me

presento como su nuevo parroco. Mi nombre es el P. Daniel,
y llego a ustedes después de dos anos de ministerio sacerdotal
que me han formado profundamente — desde mi formacion
en el Seminario de Mundelein en Chicago, hasta la vida
parroquial aqui en la
Di6cesis de Albany. A lo
largo del camino, he
tenido el privilegio de
acompanar a familias en
sus alegrias y dolores,
caminar junto a los
JOvenes en su busqueda
de sentido, y celebrar los
sacramentos que  nos
unen al Dios vivo —
especialmente  durante
los altimos dos anos y
medio en la Parroquia
de San Pio X en
Loudonville, bajo la guia
~ del P. Jim Walsh.
Creo que la lIglesia es,
ante todo, un hogar — y
un hogar solo es
verdaderamente un hogar cuando cada persona que entra se
siente bienvenida, conocida y amada.

iY qué mejor patrono para esa mision que San Francisco
de Asis! Fue un hombre que miré a los rotos, a los olvidados,
a los marginados — y vio el rostro de Cristo. Reconstruy6 lo
que estaba en ruinas, no con poder, sino con amor. Ese es
exactamente el espiritu que espero cultivemos juntos.

Este es un nuevo comienzo para todos nosotros. Un
nuevo capitulo. Y creo con todo mi corazéon que Dios tiene
cosas hermosas reservadas para esta comunidad.

Vengo a ustedes no como alguien que tiene todas las
respuestas, sino como un hermano en la fe — listo para
escuchar, para servir y para caminar junto a cada uno de
ustedes. Juntos, construiremos una parroquia que sea
verdaderamente un lugar de encuentro: donde el solitario
encuentre amistad, donde el herido encuentre sanacion,
donde el que busca encuentre un hogar.

Nuestras puertas estin abiertas. Nuestros corazones estan
abiertos. Ustedes son bienvenidos aqui — exactamente como
son.

Comencemos este camino juntos, en el espiritu de
nuestro amado San Francisco: con sencillez, con alegria v,
sobre todo, con amor.

Su hermano en Cristo,
P. Daniel Vallejo




Sunday Mass Intentions
As of June 26, 2026

Saint Francis (Delaware) Requested by:
Szzt(,) (')] 1113112744 Pro Populo
Slgl:lz)’()‘lxlﬁ]/ls Pro Populo
ng?g g '231145 Pro Populo
Sa:‘t:,()%u}l))ﬂ/[l 1 7 ; rgfiocc';algoﬁo’f;:’o’n, Gloria Moak
# Francis J. Johnson
Sugn(,)b] 1537\412 Pro Populo
s?3;3%ugﬁz Pro Populo
Saint Francis (South End) Requested by:
Sllg?é g lz}li/ls Pro Populo
Slllg;,;)u/l\yl\/}z Pro Populo
St. Vincent de Paul Society

In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say, “Come to me, all you who
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul brings peace to
those who are overwhelmed with life’s problems.

Please help those in need through almsgiving. FEither place your
gift in one of the poor boxes near the church entrance, or place a
check made out to "The St. Vincent de Paul Society" in the collec-
tion basket.

You can also help by joining us.
Call the Cathedral at 518-463-4447 for more information.

@ HISTORIC ALBANY PARISH NETWORK
ﬁ% The Most Rev'd Mark O’Connell, JCD
REDs Bishop of Albany

Clergy
Father Daniel Vallejo Pastor
Fr.Daniel. Vallego@rcda.org
Rev. Emmanuel Udoh, Resident Priest
udohe@reda.org

Assisting Clergy
Rev. Sean O’Brien, OFM
Rev. Jacek Orzechowski, OFM

Parish Operations Manager
Mrs. Barbara Koerner-Fox
Barbara. Koernerfox@reda.org
Liturgy
Mr. Patrick Buonacore, Liturgical Coordinator & Sacristan

Patrick. Buonacore@rcda.org

Music
Ms. Kristen Witham

Buildings & Grounds
Mr. Kurt Schlachter, Facilities Manager

ST. FRANCIS IS CURRENTLY BEING SERVED BY
CATHEDRAL OFFICE
Phone Number:
(518) 463-4447

Mailing Address:
125 Fagle St.
Albany, NY 12202
Office Hours: M—F: 9:00 am—4:00 pm (Closed for national
holidays and as noted in the bulletin)

Email:

Cathedral: CICAlban@rcda.org

Benefits of Formed!
Formed 1s an app which provides
users access to a wide range of
Catholic video-based study programs,
movies, documentaries, audio talks,
and audio books. Deepen your
understanding, strengthen your faith,
and share your Catholic beliefs.

Join through our parish network
subscription for improved access!

How to join:

. Go to formed.org

. Click on “Find Your Parish Subscription”

. Enter your email address and click “Next”

. On the sign in page, enter the code they will sent to your email

. Click “Next”

. you ish’s zip code and click on your parish name
Enter your parish \

. Click “Sign up” and you are in!
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Readings for the Week of July 5, 2026

Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14/
Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17¢-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-
9/Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10/Mt
9:32-38

Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mt 10:1-7

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16/Mt
10:7-15

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17/Mt
10:16-23

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33

Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom 8:18-23/
Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9
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DANIEL KEENAN

Funeral Home

490 Delaware Ave., Albany, NY 12209
(518) 463-1594
www.danielkeenanfuneralhome.com
Serving the parish families since 1955!

Gince 1906

JAMES D.WARREN
& SON, INC.

Heating « Plumbing
Air Conditioning « Refrigeration

ALBANY
518-434-6138 « 24 Hour Service

>
MOORE FIRE
EQUIPMENT

Sales & Service
Professional Recharging &
Service At Your Location
Randy Moore - President
462 Orange Street - Albany
518-438-1927

ADT-Monitored '™ '
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
[ ]

Carbon Monoxide

( Authorized
[ ADT 1 Provider

SafeStreets

833-287-3502

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

&

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
NEED A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to
reach your
community.

o
e

Scan to
contact us!

o NEWSLE

oCTOBER &

Visit Ipicommunities.com

@

e ourcoll

catholicmatch’
New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

HOLEY!

Onder Online at duckdonuts.com | Open 7 days from 8am - 6pm
VISIT US! Latham Farms near Dick’s Sporting Goods

s 2FREE
Bgﬁ}fmw DONUTS

WARM, DELICIOUS & MADE TOORDER  TO REWARD YOURSELF JUST BECAUSE
YOU ATTENDED THIS SERVICE TODAY

1 Coupon per family please.

LET'S GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Victoria Russo

Vrusso@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6283

St. Francis of Assisi, Albany, NY 04-0736



