
 

SAINT CECILIA CHURCH 
26 Broadway- P.O. Box 837 

Fonda, NY  12068 
518-853-4195 

SCFonda@rcda.org 
Office Hours 

Tues & Thurs, 9am to 2pm     

O Sacred Heart, O Love Divine 
Do keep us near to Thee 
And make our love so like to Thine 
That we may holy be 
 
[REFRAIN] 
Heart of Jesus, hear 
O Heart of Love Divine 
Listen to our prayer 
Make us always Thine 
 
O Temple pure, O House of gold 
Our Heaven here below 
What sweet delights, what wealth untold 
From Thee do ever flow [REF] 
 
Ungrateful hearts, forgetful hearts 
The hearts of men have been 
To wound Thy side with cruel darts 
Which they have made by sin [REF] 

DECEMBER 15, 2024 
SACRED HEART CHURCH 

111 Third Ave- P.O. Box 264 
Tribes Hill, NY  12177 

518-829-7301  
SHTribes@rcda.org 

Office Hours  
Mon & Wed, 9am to 2pm 

The 2025 Holy/Jubilee Year: 2024 - A YEAR OF PRAYER for 
the 2025 JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 

Pope Francis has declared a Jubilee Year of Hope in 2025. He has 
also announced a year of prayer in preparation for the Jubilee. The 
Holy Father announced its launch on 21st January 2024, the fifth 
annual celebration of the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’. Earlier, the 
Pope had written: “From now on I am happy to think that the year 
preceding the Jubilee event, 2024, will be dedicated to a great 
‘symphony’ of prayer so as to rediscover the desire to be in the 
presence of the Lord, to listen to him and adore him." Recently, the 
Dicastery for Evangelization issued a prayer resource in Italian. 
“Teach Us to Pray” is now available online in English, Spanish, 
French, Portuguese, and Polish. For free downloads, please visit: 
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/verso-il-
giubileo/2024-anno-della-preghiera.html 

Calendar of Events 

May 9, 2024 Pope Francis released the Bull of Indiction “Spes non 
confundit” (Hope does not disappoint) 

December 24, 2024 Jubilee Year begins in Rome on the Vigil of 
the Nativity of the Lord 

December 29, 2024 (Holy Family Sunday) Jubilee Year begins in 
local dioceses 

December 28, 2025 (Holy Family Sunday) Jubilee Year concludes 
in local dioceses 

January 6, 2026 Jubilee Year concludes in Rome 

*Various Celebrations will occur throughout the year at the Vatican 
and in the Dioceses of the United States. For example, there will be 
weeks for artists, communicators, military, healthcare workers, 
persons with disabilities, deacons, youth, etc. For a complete 
calendar of these occasions, please visit Jubilee Celebration 
Calendar.pdf (usccb.org) 

For a complete text of the Papal Bull https://
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/bolla.html Several 
aspects of the Bull refer to liturgy and are well worth noting – Mass 
preparations; baptismal fonts; indulgences; the Common Date of 
Easter (the East and West will celebrate on the same date in 2025); 
reconciliation and missionaries of mercy; and more. It does not 
appear that local dioceses should formally have a “Holy Door,” but 
the Bull does encourage local pilgrimages to cathedrals and other 
sacred places. 

VATICAN RESOURCES -- https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/
en.html 

Resources/Webpages available in English, Spanish, Italian, French, 
German, Portuguese, Polish, Chinese and Arabic. 

Deacon Joseph Cechnicki, Parish Life Coordinator  
   Joseph.Cechnicki@rcda.org 

Father Juanito Asprec, Parochial Vicar      
frjbcasper@yahoo.com 

Father Nathaniel Resila, Parochial Vicar        
resilan@rcda.org  

https://stubhub.prf.hn/click/camref:1100lqTK8/pubref:category/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stubhub.com%2F_C-260598


Dec 16 
(SH) 

Katherine Downing 
Barb Bilins 

Dec 16
(SC) 

Sandy Hayes 
Kathy Marcais 

Dec 23 
(SH) 

Kathy Avery 
Wendy Hall 

Dec 23
(SC) 

Lorna Quinn 
Flo Stanton 

 
 
 
 
Sat. Dec 14, 4:00 pm (SH) -  1.) Blessings for Kimberly & 
family, requested by her mom Barbara.          
                        2.) † In loving memory of Larry 
Hladik, requested by Ron & Cathy Parry.  
      
Sun. Dec 15, 9:00 am (SC)-  1.) † Birthday remembrance of 
Sean Thomas, requested by Kim Egan & Pete Knapik.  
          2.) † In loving memory of  Alex & 
Betty Addesse, requested by their daughter. 
          3.) † In memory of  Kim Hayes, 
requested by Jim Wray & family. 
   
                                         

Tues. Dec 17 thru  Sun. Dec 22, 2024 
 
 

Tue. Dec 17, 8:00am (SH) - In memory of Evelyn Titus, 
requested by The Healy Family. 
 
Wed. Dec 18, 8:00 am (SC) -  1.) † In memory of Emily 
Wray, requested by James Wray.  
             2.) † In memory of Theresa 
Vacek, requested by Michele Furnare. 
 
Thurs. Dec 19, 8:00 am (SH) -For the people of the parish. 
 
Fri. Dec 20, 8:00 am (SC) -  1.) † In memory of Alphonso 
Mancini, requested by Ann & John Mahon. 
          2.) † For the homebound, ill, 
and bereaved of St. Cecilia's, requested by the Christian 
Service Group. 
 
Sat. Dec 21, 4:00 pm (SH) -  1.) † Birthday remembrance 
for Rosemary DiMaio, requested by Beth DeRosa.  
                       2.) † In memory of our friend 
Adam Koch, requested by The Healy Family.  
          3.) For the David Grandy 
family. Requested by the family of Gerald Grandy.  
Sun. Dec 22, 9:00 am (SC)-  1.) † In memory of Alphonso 
Mancini, requested by Helen & Wayne Carpenter. 
           2.) † In loving memory of Bailey 
Alexandria Field, requested by Mom, Dad & Sammy. 
           3.) † In loving memory of Karen 
Ford, requested by Joey & family. 
           

Dec 14 
(SH) 

Mark Caffrey 
Cathy Parry 

Dec 15
(SC) 

Ken Stuff 
Andrea Moran 

Dec  23 
(SC) 

Flo Stanton 
Marjorie Savoie 
Lori Simonds 

Dec 30 
(SH) 

Jamie Lemiszki  
John Nigro 

†  Altar wine at Sacred Heart  for the month of December  has 
been sponsored at the request of Ron & Cathy Parry. 
 
†  Altar hosts at Sacred Heart  for the month of December  have 
been sponsored at the request of Ron & Cathy Parry. 

Dec 21 
(SH) 

Kathy Avery  
Tony Stellato 

Dec 22
(SC) 

Andrea Moran 
Bill Quinn 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING 
OF SCRIPTURE 
December 15, 2024  -  Third Sunday of Advent 

 
On a bright Spring morning, a passerby once saw St. 
Francis of Assisi hoeing a row of beans and asked him, 
“What would you be doing right now if you knew this was 
the last day of your earthly life?” The Saint responded, “I’d 
keep hoeing this row of beans.” Preparing for this world to 
end — whether by our death or by Jesus’ glorious coming 
— invites us to live not in the past or the present, but 
deeply in the present moment. 

This same point is on display in the simple advice given by 
the wild and eccentric John the Baptist. He speaks of the 
one who is to come who will baptize “with the Holy Spirit 
and fire” (Luke 3:16). Despite the bizarre awesomeness of 
this announcement, he tells his listeners to engage in the 
present moment with simple acts of justice and love as their 
preparation for Jesus’ coming, sharing their clothes and 
food, eliminating greedy and underhanded practices, being 
content with their wages. It’s so undramatic. But how many 
actually did it? We don’t know. How many of us will 
commit ourselves to these types of humble and demanding 
practices in our lives? That’s what we should be doing now 
in our present moment, not worrying about the future. 

Advent challenge: Name one way you are doing the bare 
minimum towards others in your daily life. Or name 
something you are doing because you are not content with 
your financial situation. Pray: “Jesus, if it is your will, help 
me to stop doing these things this week. Help me prepare 
for your coming.” Then make the appropriate changes. 

-Father John Muir                                                          
©LPi 



 
 
 
Sacred Heart Bakers Needed: We are looking for  baker s 
willing to bake Christmas Cookies which will be made in to 
cookie trays to raise funds for our 150th Anniversary 
Celebration. Please bring your cookies to the church hall by 1:00 
pm on Saturday December 21. 
 
Saint Cecilia Weekly Raffle: Through the month of 
December (beginning Dec 1)  we will be alternating a raffle 
weekly for baked good or a $20 gift certificate from a local 
establishment. Raffle tickets will be $1 per chance and will be 
available at the church entrance. 
 
Saint Cecilia Bottle Drive: We will be collecting bottles/ cans 
at St. Cecilia.  There will be a receptacle in the parking lot near 
the rectory entrance and also in the hall. 
 
NO CARDS IN DECEMBER -St Cecilia Card Party : Due to 
extenuating circumstances, our card party will be canceled for 
December. We will keep you posted.  
 
Memorial Angel Ornaments: Purchase an angel ornament in 
memory of a loved one. Ornaments will be displayed on our 
Memory Tree in the church during Advent. Personalized 
ornaments are $10 each. Order forms are in both parish 
vestibules. Any questions, please contact Jamie @ 518-774-4892 
or jlemiszk@nycap.rr.com 
 
Spaghetti Dinner for 10th Grade Confirmation Class : 
The 10th grade Confirmation class is selling tickets for a 
Spaghetti Dinner at Checkers Out on Rte. 30A. Tickets are $12 
each and include spaghetti, two meatballs, and a salad. Tickets 
can be purchased now through January 12th and can be 
redeemed on ANY DAY FROM JANUARY 2nd THROUGH 
THE 31st (closed Mondays). Dine in or  call 518-736-4630 for 
takeout. You can purchase tickets from any 10th grade 
Confirmation student or text/call Angela Yetto at 315-439-4659 
or angyetto@yahoo.com. Thank you for your support!  

 
 

 

 
For most of us, faith life begins at home. We teach our 
children their first prayers, take our family to Mass each 
week, and incorporate holiday rituals and traditions we hope 
will be passed on from generation to generation. Sometimes, 
however, in this busy world, it can be challenging to figure 
out ways to slow down and focus on the beauty of Advent 
amid the rush of the secular version of the Christmas season. 
There are so many fun and beautiful ways to celebrate the 
weeks leading up to Christmas. Why not try something new 
this Advent and start a tradition of your own? 
  
                                       Favorite Advent Traditions  
Read about St. Nicholas and leave small gifts in your children's 
shoes on his Feast Day on Dec. 6 
Celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on 
Dec. 9 by baking spice cookies 
Whip up a batch of Mexican Hot Chocolate to celebrate the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe on Dec. 12. Enjoy it as you read A Prayer 
to our Lady of Guadalupe with your family. 
Learn about the legend of St. Lucy and bake a special batch 
of Santa Lucia buns and take a drive to see all the Christmas 
lights 
Take tree trimming back to its roots. The Christmas tree wasn’t 
always decorated with glass bulbs and string lights, but with 
apples, nuts and Marzipan cookies. You can bake cookies and 
string popcorn and cranberries with your loved ones to hang on 
the tree. This is especially handy if you are a new homeowner or 
recently out on your own and don’t have a collection of 
ornaments yet. 
Create an Advent Jesse Tree.  This ancient tradition, based on 
Isaiah 11:1, helps children learn the Christmas story and related 
Scripture. Search the internet for background information, 
instructions, and required materials. 
Set up a small manger in a prominent place in your  home, 
and invite the kids to place a piece of ‘hay’ in it for every act of 
kindness or sacrifice they make to prepare a soft bed for the 
Christ Child 
Listen to an Advent playlist rather than Christmas carols 
Advent Wreaths & Calendars - Advent wreaths made of 
evergreen branches represent God’s endless love and Eternal 
Life. The wreath is outfitted with four candles, three purple and 
one rose meant to represent hope, love, joy and Peace. Place an 
Advent wreath on your table and light the candles every time you 
sit down to eat. If you have kids, you can make your own wreath 
as a family craft. And don't forget to bless the wreath. 
Take it a step further and forage for Advent wreath decorations. 
You can collect branches, dry flowers, citrus fruits and berries, 
and snip evergreen branches and holly berries to decorate your 
wreath. On the first Sunday start with the plain pine branches and 
slowly add more and more decorations each week, by Christmas, 
you will have a beautifully decorated wreath. After adding the 
decorations, bless and light the wreath.  
Use an Advent Calendar to count down the days till 
Christmas – have everyone share one thing they are grateful for 
before opening each door or practice works of mercy on the 
journey towards Christmas. You can even download a calendar to 
print!  
Download Desktop & Phone Backgrounds - Change your 
phone or computer background to an image that reminds you to 
prepare the way of the Lord!  

Saturday, Dec. 21 –   Parish Christmas Potluck Dinner and cookie tray sale  
           following the Vigil Holy Mass at Sacred Heart 
Sunday, Dec. 22 – Parish Christmas Potluck following Sunday Holy Mass 
Tuesday, Dec. 24 – 4PM  Vigil Chr istmas Children’s Mass for Both SCC   
aa                  and SHC at Sacred Heart  with blessing of the Christmas Manger 
Wednesday, Dec. 25 – 12:MIDNIGHT  Midnight Christmas Mass at St.                 
B                  Cecilia blessing of the Christmas Manger  
Wednesday, Dec. 25 – Christmas Day Mass –                                              
nnnnnnnnnn 9AM Sacred Heart / 10:15AM Saint Cecilia (subject to change) 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 – Vigil Mass for New Year 2025 & Solemnity of Mary,  
vvv               Mother of God – 12NOON Saint Cecilia / 6PM Sacred Hear t 
Tuesday, Jan. 7– 6PM   PASTORAL PLANNING with Tom Cronin.  
Nnnn            PPC, Trustees Officers & Members should plan to attend.           
nn                 Venue: St. Mary’s Church Hall, Amsterdam  

 

Collections Totals - Dec 7/8 
 

Collections:              SH            __    SC__ 
Weekly Collection       1925.00                643.00 
Immmac Concep     331.00  200.00 
Other      70.00  315.00 
__________________________________________               
Parish Total  2326.00               1158.00 
 
Attendance  57  64 

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/about-st-nicholas.html
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=178
https://wondermomwannabe.com/mexican-hot-chocolate/
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-our-lady-guadalupe
https://www.elizabethclareblog.com/st-lucia-day-catholic-home/
https://www.kingarthurbaking.com/recipes/st-lucia-buns-recipe
https://www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/activities/our-jesse-tree-advent-activity
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6YR5MGdDzNQr5YrooQ2GDf?si=1f80e5692f3d4819
https://crosscatholic.org/blogs/2023/09/craft-activity-make-an-advent-wreath/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiApOyqBhDlARIsAGfnyMpocBdov6_oNGi-MBkJJlzsf3IhS9lQmqCWUos7KKG_juJj-5yPCGsaAofeEALw_wcB
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Advent-Calendar-2024%20updated.pdf
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support  

Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gary Zakrzewski

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

338 Mohawk Drive
Tribes Hill, NY 12117
Mon & Tues 7am-6pm

Weds - Sat 7am-8pm • Sun - Closed

518.829.5123
Pizza, Wings,
Subs & More!

 Off: 518.853.3230
 Cell: 516.774.9131 
 518.774.9337
 5 Midway Alley
 P.O. Box 672
 Fonda, NY

Fuel Oil • Kerosene • Diesel • K30
24 Hour Emergency Deliveries

Oil & Gas Service and Installation
serviceinfo@mancinioil.com

www.mancinioil.com

Open Everyday at 11:30 am
Guinness on tap + 9 Specialty drafts

& an extensive selection of fine wines. 
Catering Available • Inside Party Room

(Pub Menu and daily specials)
Outside Pavilion Rental $225

Mary Lou Crane, Proprietor
Authorized to perform wedding ceremonies

410 Mohawk Dr., Tribes Hill • 518-829-8000

KARL J. SCHMAEH
General Construction Inc.

We are a long-time family run 
business in its third generatio with

 over 50 years of experience.

We build everything from pole barns
to houses from decks to commericasl

buildings & everything in-between.

518-424-8086
SCHMAEHCONSTRUCTION.COM

Nancy
Persse Langdon

 AGE N T

Bus. 518-853-3623
518-762-4929

nancy.langdon.c564@statefarm.com
PO Box 1098, Fonda, NY - 2628 State Highway 30A
For Emergency Road Service, Call 877-627-5757


