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Welcome to St. Mary’s

We are happy that you decided to worship with us. If you are visiting just for today, we pray that God
will be with you on your journey. If you are seeking a church to call home, we would be honored to
welcome you into our parish community. If you are interested in joining our parish family, please call the
parish office at 518-766-2701.

Rev. John Cronin — Pastor

Rev. John Close — Sacramental Minister

Dee McCumber — Parish Secretary
Email — stmarysnassaul@gmail.com
Phone — 518-766-2701

Barbara Wurzburg — Associate for Faith Formation
Email —stmarysnassaufaithformation@gmail.com
Phone —518-801-7605

Linda Ridzi — Associate for Faith Formation
Email — ridzilinda@gmail.com

Joanna Towse — Music Minister
Phone — 518-436-7857

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday- Thursday 10:00 am — 3:00 pm

St. Mary’s Mission Statement

We, the Catholic Community of St. Mary’s, Nassau, vow to foster the spirit of St. Francis by becoming
instruments of God’s peace to help each other grow spiritually. We choose to respond to our baptismal
call to live and share the gospel of Jesus Christ through our commitments of time, talent, and treasure in
the love and service of all people. Adopted by St. Mary’s Pastoral Council, September 16, 2001.

Parish Happenings:

Sunday Faith Formation 8:45 — 9:45 am Parish Hall before Mass
Mass followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet —10:00 am
All are welcome to stay

Monday Learn About Your Faith 6:30 — 7:30 pm at the Rectory

*Tuesday Morning Mass 9:30 am
St. Anthony Novena and Adoration until 10:30 am
Bible Study 6:30 — 7:30 pm at the Rectory

Wednesday Parking Lot Rosary 6:00 pm (Dress for the weather)
*Thursday Morning Mass 9:30 am

Recitation of Rosary after Mass
Friday Every 15 Friday, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 6:00 pm
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm

Every 1t Saturday, Rosary at 5:00 pm before Mass
*During the winter months, weekday morning Masses will be in the rectory at 9:30 am

St. Mary’s Website: http://parishes.rcda.org/St.MarysNassau




St. Mary’s Finance Committee
Updates

Brother and Sisters of Christ,

SURVIVOR’S FUND

Several months ago, the finance committee updated the St. Mary’s congregation on the
Albany diocese bankruptcy, fines, and our obligation to help innocent victims from the
past. St. Mary’s parish set these funds aside and on October 15th we will release the
funds to hopefully ease the burden on the survivors of this tragedy.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any member of the finance
committee.

PARISH SUSTAINABILITY

In our last update in the bulletin, we communicated how our finance committee has been
not only trying to raise funds but recognizing long term year after year expenses. We have
both a parish and diocese responsibility to be a sustainable parish. Working hand in hand
with the Albany Diocese, we have navigated the proper channels to sell the St. Mary’s
Rectory.

The underutilized rectory needs much work and continues to be a financial burden on the
congregation. The building is old and in need of repair beyond what our parish can
responsibly invest. Many of the rectory functions can be duplicated by the parish hall. Our
goal is not only to sell the rectory, but to invest the funds into our parish hall, our church,
and release our parish of the unending financial expense of the rectory.

Anyone interested in the purchase of the rectory or has any questions should contact any
member of the finance committee.

Yours in Christ,
The Finance Committee



Mass Intentions
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 3 & October 4, 2026

Saturday October 3, 2026 @ 5:30 pm

Bob and Cathy Schaefer - Healing — Theresa Harty
Fran Hotaling — Theresa Harty

Sunday, October 4, 2026 @ 10:00 am

Laurel Hamm — Maureen Cellery

Marion Alber — Theresa Harty

Maureen Cellery — Healing — Marion and Tom Rysedorph
Mamie Mazzatti — the Roberts Family

Tuesday, October 6, 2026 @ 9:30 am

Viki Steedman — Healing — Theresa Harty

Thursday October 8, 2026 @ 9:30 am
John Fogarty — Barbara Wurzburg

October 10 & October 11, 2026
Saturday October 10, 2026 @ 5:30 pm
Bob and Cathy Schafer — Healing — Theresa Harty

Sunday, October 11, 2026 @ 10:00 am
Lee and Bud Rausch —Jim and Rocky
Patty Strevell — Maureen Cellery

Dave Turnquist — Theresa Harty

Tuesday, October 13, 2026 @ 9:30 am
For the People of St. Mary’s

Thursday October 15, 2026 @ 9:30 am
For the People of St. Mary’s

Please pray for our sick

Michael Stephen Allen Stacy Hyson Nancy Quinn
Christine Anderson Kate Hockford Peter Quinn
Elizabeth Hrifko Chamylla Stephanie De Frees
Joan Campbell Bethany Jenest Jake Rysedorph
Joseph Messineo Seth Kaminski John Delap
Maureen Cellery Sara Messineo Kent Tom Rysedorph
Madison Chesterman Cathy Lavoie Linda Schaefer
Barry and Jeanne Litt Masresha Schaefer Cathy Schaefer
Thomas O’Grady Gina Lo Presti Colin Sullivan
Alice Loughlin Philip Sullivan Ann Devaney
Dom Devaney Linda Walsh

Rita Labrum Michelle Dymond Anna May Gregg

Amy Gumlaw Marion Rysedorph Charleen Papa

Cory Roberts Ann Marie Waldron



REFLECTION

Leo’s Lens
by Nick Brodie
) , P “Christians do not flee from complexity,” Pope Leo says, “for God
3 oisf a ‘.é himself has called them to follow his Son.” We Christians live, as the
’%‘;‘{: Pope puts it, “in a world that is already inhabited, already in motion,
"t& \ /L e already marked by both human misery and goodness.” In it, we are
i ) g ' meant to be God's light in the darkness.
--’,;’: ¢
< “E “As disciples of Christ,” the Pope reminds us, “you know well that the
3 & 45 Christian community is not a refuge into which we withdraw in order to
& ',"", protect ourselves from our age. On the contrary,” he says, “the Church is
> f i, a place of welcome, respect, revelation and meaning for everyone.” We
. @ must never reflexively or selfishly reject anyone God sends our way.
A
,/5“ Moreover, as the Pope also points out, the Church “is called always to
| 7 1 be a Church ‘going forth’” in service. Crucial to this, the Pope recognizes,
'f A .{% is the “missionary presence of the lay faithful, who are the living front
w lf R line of the Church at the crossroads of everyday life.”
\ g “Therefore,” he encourages us, “place communion with the successor of

Peter and with the Church before your personal preferences, so as to

foster the unity of God’s people.” None of us has to go into the vineyard
alone. We should go “together,” and through our togetherness “we will bear prophetic witness to the
possibility of a reconciled world.”

Quotes from Homily at Notre Dame, Paris, 25 September 2026: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/homilies/2026/documents/20260925-francia-vespri.html

Collection Obligations

FOR US TO COVER PARISH EXPENSES, OUR WEEKLY COLLECTION MUST MEET $2,500

Our collections are not consistent. Therefore, we are not meeting our necessary expenses. Additionally,
some of our expenses are unforeseen or fluctuate.

Our Collections for September 26 & 27 $1790
» The September 26 & 27 collections did not meet our weekly budget goal by S 710



EVENTS

St. Mary’s

Faith Formation Parents & Grandparents

The Catechism reminds us that the family is the “domestic church” where children first learn the faith.
Faith Formation reinforces the parent’s teachings of faith, morality, wholesome values, and principles
that guide them in decisions and choices throughout their lives.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#2222) states: “Parents must regard their children as children of
God.... showing themselves obedient to the will of the Father in Heaven, they educate their children to
fulfill God’s law.”

Today’s world is as chaotic as ever, perhaps even more than at any other time in history. Love of God,
good character, love of themselves, for others and responsibility to community won’t be encouraged or
found on any media. It is found in the home, Faith Formation Programs, and the church community.

St. Mary’s Faith Formation Program begins this year on Sunday, September 24. The program for K
through 8 including 9t and 10" grade confirmation students is held at 8:45 am to 9:45 am and
concludes with 10:00 Mass. The children in our Faith Formation are the heart and pride of our parish.
The inheritance of faith, passed on to children is of the highest calling of parents.

Faith Formation enrollment is open now and accepting all ages from K-10%" grades. Our parish also has
adult programs for anyone interested in increasing their knowledge of faith or to receive sacraments. If
you have any questions, you can call the parish office 518-766-2701.

The Faith Formation Schedule is posted on the bulletin board.

t's Back.....

Coffee Hour
Our Coffee Hour is back!
Cakes to be eaten and coffee to be consumed....
In the Hall after 10:00 Mass.
Save time for coffee & conversation.

AlL ave welcome!

The End of These Times Discussion

We’ll be meeting on Friday evening, October 9th, at 7 PM in the church, to discuss the
evidence that we very well might be living at the end of these times (not the end of the world).
We’'ll look at Scripture, Marian apparitions and mystics. We also cover how to prepare.

We want our oil lamps full.



St. Mary’s Committees
Below is the list of our committees and the chair persons contact information. Your support and input are most
necessary and welcome. Please consider participating.

Committee Contact

Bereavement Joanna Towse 518-436-7857
Building & Grounds Dominic Russomanno 518-915-3464
Faith Formation Barbara Wurzburg 518-766-4036
Coffee Hour Antonette Perry 518-766-4345
Fund-Raising Jen Clement 518-203-9130
Liturgy Dominic Russomanno 518-915-3464
Technology Ellie Russomanno 518-925-4687
Volunteers Joanne Schnurr 518-794-7469

Reminder: Does someone need a ride to Mass? Help? Communion at Home? Please call the rectory
and let someone know. We will get help.

Our Community

SUNNY Act
Solar Up Now New York
(S8512B/A9111B)

This year the NYS Legislature has passed the Solar Up Now New York (SUNNY) Act which will enable all New
Yorkers to start generating their own power by plugging in solar panels that can be purchased on line or at a store.
Itis a small but important step towards more Solar for consumers. Please help all of us with this.

What does this mean for you: The SUNNY ACT will enable the use of small, portable plug-in solar devices, often
called “Balcony Solar”, which can be connected directly to a standard household outlet without any complex
installation! These can be installed on balconies, patios, rooftops, or other accessible spaces and start generating
electricity immediately

Gov Hochul has not yet signed the SUNNY ACT into law. Based on my discussion with environmental lobbyist
friend, there does not appear to be an issue with this legislation so CONTACT THE GOVENOR NOW and ASK HER to
SIGN--- Stop the delay!”

She has until the end of December to sign or veto. If she vetos, it gets sent back to the legislature who can
override the veto if they have a majority. IF you have not called please do so now! —518-474-8390. Or
http://www.governor.ny.gov

Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona in the Fall of 2027 with Father John Cronin

The information for this trip is on the bulletin board and a brochure on the table in the back of the
church. An information night is scheduled for Tuesday, November 3 at 6 pm at St. Henry’s. Please
contact Lisa Hutchinson at 518-573-7098 or email her at lisahutchinson367@gmail.com for additional
information or if you can not attend the information session.
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Time in prayer is not a luxury or secondary to service,
mission, or productivity. Nothing we do all day is more
important than spending time with Jesus. Prayer gives life to
our mission, and mission draws us back to prayer. We need
both.

Climb the mountain: People may rightly say, “My work is
my prayer.” Yet spouses would struggle to stay close if they
only met to divide the chores. In the same way, we need time
with God apart from our work. Following Christ requires
knowing Him. We sit at His feet and let Him teach us. In His
presence, we learn to see as He sees, value what He values,

and love as He loves.

Return to the plains: We aren’t meant to stay on the
mountain. Jesus sends us back into ordinary life carrying
what we received in prayer: a peaceful presence, a new
insight, a kind word at the right moment. Some even begin
the day by asking God to place in their path the people He
wants them to encounter.

The Christian life moves between the mountain and the
plain: drawing close to Jesus in prayer, then carrying His
presence into the world. And in both places, He remains at
our side.

What is the

from Matthew 22:34-40, The Two

Greatest Commandments

cripture

The Pharisees sought to test Jesus
with a difficult and much-debated
question. Jewish tradition identified
613 commandments in the Torah, and a
lawyer asked Jesus to name the greatest.
Of all the commandments governing
Jewish life, which mattered most?

Jesus answered by going to the heart
of them all: love God with your whole
being, and love your neighbor as
yourself. Everything begins and ends
with love. And loving God means
learning to love what, and whom,

He loves. Jesus taught that these two

commandments are the foundation of
the entire Law.

Loving God may seem easier than
loving our neighbor. Loving others
means welcoming people we might
naturally exclude, dismiss, or avoid. Jesus
drew near to sinners, outcasts, the sick,
and even those who opposed Him. Our
love of neighbor is tested especially in
how we treat the poor, the vulnerable,
the difficult, and even our enemies. This
is how God loves, and He calls us to love
the same way.

& Franciscan Crown?

A {

The Franciscan Crown is a devotion
that meditates on seven joys in Mary’s
life: the Annundiation, the Visitation,
the Birth of Jesus, the Adoration of the
Magi, the Finding of Jesus in the Temple,
the Resurrection, and Mary’s Assumption
and Coronation as Queen of Heaven and
Earth. The devotion is prayed using seven
decades of Hail Marys and is also known
as the Franciscan or Seraphic Rosary.

According to Franciscan tradition,
the devotion began with a young man
named James, who regularly wove
crowns of roses to honor the Blessed

Feasts &
Celebrations

QOctober 2 - Feast of the Guardian
Angels. All of us have a guardian angel in
charge of protecting us and watching over
us: “For I tell you that in heaven
their angels always behold the face of my
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew
18:10). Remember to thank the Guardian
Angels for the work they have done in
helping us.

October 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary.
Pope Gregory XIII named this feast
because it was believed that Christians
won a critical victory at the Battle of
Lepanto after praying the Rosary.

October 15 - St. Teresa of Avila
(1582). Teresa joined the Carmelites,
against her father’s wishes. In 1563, she
was inspired to reform her order. Despite
serious opposition, she founded more
than 17 convents of Discalced Carmelites

and helped reform the Carmelite friars.

October 16 - St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque (1690). Margaret joined
the Sisters of the Visitation at Paray-
le-Monial when she was twenty-four.

In 1674, she began having visions of
Jesus Christ, in which He asked for a
feast dedicated to His Sacred Heart

to acknowledge His love for us and to
encourage reparation for sins.

October 18 - St. Luke the Evangelist
(First century). St. Luke was a Christian
physician from Antioch. His Gospel
and Acts of the Apostles were probably
written between 70 and 85 A.D.

October 19 - Saints John de Brebeuf,
Isaac Jogues, and Companions (1649).
Six Jesuits and two laymen became
missionaries to Native American tribes
in North America. After spending more
than 20 years in a difficult ministry,

St. John de Brébeuf won the Iroquois’
respect by his valor in death. St. Isaac
Jogues escaped only to return to his
ministry but was also murdered.

Mother. After joining the Franciscans, he
could no longer continue the practice
and became so discouraged that he
considered leaving the Order. Tradition
holds that Mary appeared to James and
gave him a new way to honor her: the
Franciscan Crown.

Like the traditional Rosary, the
Franciscan Crown is addressed to
Mary but centered entirely on Jesus. By
meditating on Mary’s seven joys, we
contemplate the joyful and miraculous
events of Christ's life through the eyes of
His mother. Rooted in the Gospel and
marked by Franciscan simplicity, the
Crown offers a distinctly Franciscan way
to draw closer to Christ through Mary.

Qur Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -

Revised)
Copyright 2026 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved
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IMMIGRATION - REFUGEE REPORT
October 3 - 4, 2026

Let me ask you a question: what do you want to know that | am not telling you about this issue? What else can | tell you?

If you have a request simply tear off a page of your bulletin and use the pens/pencils in back of church to jot me a note,
and leave it in the box labeled for refugees on the table back there. | will try and answer those (if there are any), in our
column here.

REFUGEE NEEDS
We will need foodstuffs and personal health goods for our refugees.

Food Items Household Items

Grains Soap

Cereals Liquid Detergent

Cooking Oils Paper Towels

Rice Face/Wash Cloths — many will use and rewash
Beans Diapers!

Canned Meals Feminine Products.

Pastas

Please do not overthink this what YOU would buy if you had nothing...

NEW NEEDS
We still need Draperies and/or curtains as per earlier explanation for interior use.
Sewing machines still welcome!!.

UPDATES

Based on a meeting with some of my other colleagues this past week who work on various issues including immigrants:,
most places that work with immigrants and refugees are now instructing them to write their names and legal contacts
on their arms, etc. This appears to be the only way to insure they have that information if and when swept up.

A QUESTION | was asked:
Will these Refugees we are supporting eventually be allowed to apply for naturalization?

ANSWER:
SOME will, but it’s unclear even now how that will work for some of them. At one point | was told the
Ukrainians MAY HAVE TO RETURN TO UKRAINE in order to apply for citizenship here and to return. Of  course,
applying for that means you would enter under the Immigration cap which is 17,500 and restricted to White
South Afrikaners!

GET THE PICTURE?

That most likely would apply to most of our categories of Refugees. That's why we are helping to support them here, in
the HOPE that " things will change".

Green Cards? Most of our Ukrainians STILL don’t have their green card reapplications that were LOST last year! My
colleague who is a Lawyer took a short introduction to Immigration Law, to become familiar with that. He said it is the
most absolutely entangled bureaucratic structure he has seen and this further supports what others have said. Its
intentional in order to deny immigrants, refugees entry!

Bishop Mark has responded to my inquiry to use the Evangelist more proactively for Immigration /Refugee information.
As he put it, "l am glad you copied Mike Matvey, (the Editor) ) so we can search for meaningful ways to use the
Evangelist. " Based on my past experience, this is only the FIRST step towards that use. Nothing is simple and | will now
have to see where that leads. | am all too familiar with delegated decisions to another entity who may feel differently
about their capacity to help.



OSV (CATHOLIC NEWS NETWORK) - | URGE you to pull this up and READ the powerful and urgent homily from Cardinal
MCELROY in Washington DC on Sept 28, for the 112th World Day of Migrants and Refugees! . He basically is calling out
this Administration on what they are doing in one of the strongest statements made by ANY Bishop to date!! THIS is the
type of news that we need to cover in the Evangelist! And we as Catholics need to decided NOW where we stand on
this.

OSV in their 9/16 news stated that an estimated 10 million are at risk for mass deportation from the U.S. now. 8 out of
10 are Christians, and 6 out of 10 are CATHOLICS!! THIS makes an excellent point to raise with our Federal Legislators!! It
is a different source for us to use as CATHOLICS, in defense of our fellow Catholics.

I urge you to contact them today .

| again thank all of you who remember our refugees with food etc. Please realize that these people are more than ready
to work! But our administration is blocking them in many ways from that with slowdowns, lost paperwork, to encourage

Kevv kmscallon@yahoo.com

“Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person....”
Article 3, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

them to give up

OUR FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATORS CONTACT INFORMATION

Federal Representatives

Legislator Area Office Phone

Senator Charles Schumer Albany Office. 518-431-4070

Website Contact Page

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Website Contact Page

Representative Josh Riley -
Website Contact Page

State Representatives
Legislator

Senator Jake Ashby

Contact:

Assemblyman Scott Bendett

Contact:

USCRI

U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 350

Arlington, VA 22202

https://refugees.org/headquarters/

https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/message-chuck

Albany Office 518-431-0120
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me/

Leeds Office
https://riley.house.gov/contact

518-625-2100

Area Office Phone

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jacob-ashby

594 Columbia Turnpike 518-371-2751
East Greenbush, NY 12061
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jacob-ashby/contact

https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Scott-Bendett

1580 Columbia Turnpike

Building 4, Suite 1A

Castleton on the Hudson, NY 12033
bendett@nysassembly.gov

518-272-6149

62 SIGN UP

JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER
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