ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
PO BOX 126 501 BRIDGE ST
NORTHVILLE, NY 12134

518-863-4736

STFRANCIS12134@YAHOO.COM

OFFICE HOURS:

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH

PO BOX 538 7 NORTH ST
BROADALBIN, NY 12025
518-883-3774
STJOSEPHSCHURCH@YAHOO.COM

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon & Wed 9-1 Tues & Thurs 9-1

9-1 Tues and Thurs.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/2CATHOLICCHURCHE
WWW.PARISHES.RCDA.ORG/STJOSEPHSTFRANCIS

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Mass
Monday & Friday| 8:30 am
St. Joseph
Tuesday & Thursday| 8:30

St Francis

Weekend Mass
Saturday | 4 pm St Joseph's
Sunday | 8:30 am St Francis
10:30 am St Joseph's

Confession
Saturday | 3:15 pm St Joseph's
Sunday | 8 am St Francis
Or by appointment

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev Jun Segura, Pastor
Dcn. Gregg Wilbur, Deacon
Bonnie Aldi
(religion.sfnsjb@yahoo.com)
Coordinator of Faith Formation
Linda Quant, Bookkeeper
Jim Ryan, Facilities Manager
Ann Marie Simonson,
Director, Youth Ministry
Alesha Hoffman, Secretary SF
Amy-Lin Slezak-Nelson, Music Director

Our Mission
We, the Roman Catholic community
of St. Francis of Assisi and
St. Joseph's
are called to live the Gospel message

of Jesus through Hospitality, Worship,
Faith Formation and Service to others.

Trustees
SJ SF
Sheila Bleyl William D. Saksen IlI
Carm Greco Judy Morrison




‘ ST. JOSEPH'S MASS INTENTIONS ST. FRANCIS MASS INTENTIONS
The red Sanctuary Candle

Saturday (Dec. 13) burns all week to remind peo-
i, : , , N ple of the Presence of Jesus in Sunday (Dec. 14)
Living & Deceased Galiardo Family +Mary Pisanti : y .
S the. E.UCha”St‘ You can = Nenita S. Chvilicek +St. Francis Parish
rialize our candle at either . . .
Sunday (Dec. 14) parish for a week for a de- Healing of Lorrie Intrabartola By Rick Koval
Teresita J. Segura +Penny Szumowski ceased loved one, a living
Jaime Gatusang +SJ Thrift Shop Staff person or a special inten- Tuesday (Dec. 16)
tion. The Intention and Do- Thelma Misko +Bonnie Preston
Monday (Dec. 15) nor’ls names will be puplished
Friday (Dec 1‘9) in our weekly bulletin. Sunday (Dec. 21)
yimes The suggested Renee & Kimberly Koval  +By Rick Koval
donation for the 7-day candle ; y ) ¥
Saturday (Dec. 20) is $20. Deceased Galligan Family members

Jon DuBois +Ron & Paula Comnell All submissions must be Mass | +By Betty Richardson
isi made at least 2 weeks prior to ass Intentions:

Marylou & George Lockyer +Christine Lockyer the week you are requesting to Those wishing to honor a loved one during the

accommodate bulletin printing celebration of Mass may do so by stopping into or

Sunday (Dec. 21) e, 2erem el ihe calling the office. Mass cards are available for the

Diara LaDue  +Chen & Rhar e offce forsciedulng | purdtecensed b orheang Masses prove
Theresa Ritz +Ritz Family requests. occasions.
Nenita Chvilicek + 8J Thrift Store

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE: December 14, 2025

When [ was 11, I was riding my bike on a Friday night in Scottsdale, Arizona. I saw giant spotlights swirling in the sky.
Something amazing had to be happening. I pedaled after them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, I arrived, only to find
a used car lot. Bright lights, flapping banners, inflatable balloon men swaying wildly in the wind. I stood there, heart
sinking. All that spectacle, and all my effort ... for this?

As life proceeds, we learn what it is like to pursue promising but fruitless searches. This week we hear Jesus ask the
crowds regarding John the Baptist: “What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?” (Matthew
11:7). He’s not just describing the crowd’s mis-aimed pursuit. He’s naming our tendency to chase after what’s flashy
but flimsy.

What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless video reels on my phone, worldly pleasures, entertainment in sports,
and the good opinion of others. Inflated distractions that bend whichever way the wind blows. But they can’t satisfy my
soul. What are your flimsy reeds?

John the Baptist wasn’t a swaying reed. He was rooted, grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. The people went to
see him because, deep down, they were starving for something real.

This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are we really looking for? Are we chasing the dazzling but hollow?
Or are we seeking what is solid and lasting — that which points to Christ? ©Lpi

1 Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
I Observances for the week of

| Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7- Dec. 14, 2025
! 10/Mt 11:2-11

'Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27 Slv‘l’“djy 3" Sunday of Advent
' Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32 : iy d:\‘/’;

' Wednesday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 ! Wednesday:

! Thursday: er 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 ! Thursday:

' Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 { Friday:

1 Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 l | Saturday:

| Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 l Next Sunday: 4" Sunday of Advent
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St JOér@PZ"V UPCOMING EVENTS St FVW

Each Monday & Friday after SJ 8:30 am Mass - Pray the Rosary

Pastoral Care: 1st Sundays of the Month - SF - 8 am pray the Rosary LENDING LIBRARY
If you know of someone who 1st Mondays - SF 7:30 pm Knights of Columbu§ meeting NEWS
is ill & needs to have com- | stTuesdays - SF (Apr-Dec) 1 pm Rosary Society Mesting ADVENT (1st Sunday of
munion at home or in hospi- Each Wednesday - SF 2 pm Prayer Group in John Paul Il Hall Advent: Nov. 30)

2nd Wednesdays - SJ 6 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting
Jan. 2, 2026, Mar. 6, 2026: Adoration, SF at 6:00 PM
Jan.31 ~ Filipinos Sponsored Gathering: Mass 11am,

tal, please call the office, so
a pastoral minister knows to

Advent meditation,
reflection and prayer

visit them. ek len books will be available
) i July 16, 17, 18 2026 ~ SJ Annual Summer Festival during
St. Francis’ office Advent. They will help us
518-863-4736 Fr. Junwill be in the Philippines for home vacation from as we journey and pre-
St. Joseph office December 10 to- January 8, 2026 ( Weekday Masses will be pare our hearts for
518-883-3774 R R MR Christmas.

Mini reflection: We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray. We read Scripture. In doing all these things, again and again, we
go out to the desert. Why? What are we expecting to see?

I’ve always wanted to see a real desert.

I know all about frigid, snowy winters and warm, wet summers. I grew up on rich soil that yields lush vegetation and bountiful har-
vests. But [’ve never experienced a desert, not in my own country or abroad, and I’m curious.

I know there must be something magical about the desert for it to feature so heavily in Scripture, for it to provide a backdrop to so
many crucial moments of salvation history. The Israclites following the cloud, the temptation of Christ, the voice crying out:
“Prepare the way for the Lord.”

Why do these moments have to happen in a desert? Why do they make so much less sense in a tropical rainforest or a verdant forest?
I think it’s because the desert doesn’t have anything to offer us, at first glance. No one longs for the physical sensation of a dry heat
and a beating sun. But the vast emptiness and the almost mystical harshness — even if we don’t desire and delight in it, this is a set-
ting that we understand, somehow, intrinsically. We know it deep within our soul. God is there.

We go to Mass. We go to Confession. We pray. We read Scripture. In doing all these things, again and again, we go out to the de-
sert.

Why? What are we expecting to see?

If we expect to be entertained, we will be disappointed. If we expect reassurance, we will be disappointed. If we expect to feel pleas-
ant and safe and sheltered, we will be disappointed.

The desert is there to challenge us. The desert is there to show us who we are, and who we can be.

So go.

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

©OLPi

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Diocesan Emmanuel!
Appeal

O come, O come,
Emmanuel,
And ransom
captive Israel.

July 1,2025-June 30,2026

g 1 Prayer for
SAINT JOSEPH'S CLOSET Remember where y’our treasure is, Ad ); b
THRIET STORE your heart is also." vent - Feace
23 > Matthew 6:21
e || i=e Come, Lord Jesus!
= l T "?“, ) ONLINE GIVING (E G|V|NG) Brlng your peace tO
Thrift_Shop
SJ text 12025 to 73256 SF text 12134 to 73256 0
St. Joseph's Closet or online at our WOI'ld Insplre
Thrift Store hours: https:/lonrealm.org/StJosephsBroadalbin/Give I'GCOI’IClllatIOIl, heal
https:/lonrealm.org/StFrancisAssisNorthville/Give diViSiOIlS, bind
Tues: 4-7 pm .
Wed: 10 am - 1 pm wpunds, rewrite
Saturday: 10 am - 1 pm 11/27,29 & 11/30  SJ 4/10:30 [Thanksgiving SF 8:30/Thanksgiving SCI'lptS. You are the
Attendance 67/95/23 90/25 : .
Thank you Contribution $618.00/ $ 1,540.00 /348 $2,707.00/ 335.00 Prl’llnC?'Olf; P.eace’ brlng
for your support October e-giving $972.10 $1,132.25 that light into every
& patronage Poor & Viotive 52 65.00 space. Amen. aupi




JANKOWSKI
INSURANCE

Auto « Business - Home -« Life

(518) 883-3415

@ On the Mark
Accounting, nc.
Payroll-Bookkeeping * Income Tax
All Sized Businesses
Personal, Estates & Trust
Mark Bolebruch, EA
C: 518.705.9179

5010 State Hwy 30 Ste 101 « Amsterdam
www.onthemarkaccounting.com

Leltes

MEMORIAL INC.
CHloraments. llaskess
& CHlausoleann
Serving A Proud Community with Quality

(518) 725-7321 MEMORIALS

522 N. Perry St. Johnstown, NY 12095
lettermemorial @frontiernet.net

Cynthia Gifford

Licensed Associate

Real Estate Broker

Cell 518-669-4481
office 518-863-8904
cindygiffordcmk@gmail.com

122 Bridge Street
Northville, NY 12134

oward
annam
Real Estate Services

518.725.1121

ROBERT M. HALGAS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Deborah A. Halgas, Funeral Director

111 COUNTY HWY. 106 - JOHNSTOWN, NY
(Corner of Route 29 & Black Street)

(518) 883-5323

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Gary Zakrzewski

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6413

ROBYN
HUCKANS

Real Estate Broker
518-332-7987
Office 518-775-0616

HUCK REALTY LLC
4200 State Hwy 30, Ste B, Amsterdam, NY 12010

Robyn@HuckRealty.net - www.HuckRealty.net

BETZ, ROSSI
BELLINGE
- STEWART
FAMILY FUNERAIL HOMES
51 Fremont Street, Gloversville, NY 12078
www.brbsfuneral.com
“Our Family Serving Your Family”

catholicmaich’
New York

&)

CatholicMatch.com/NY

?edé@fu[ Living

Hore Sales

Manufactured
and Modular
Housing Sales

3983 State Hwy 30
Amsterdam, NY 12010
518-883-7673

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,

[Fi5v

AUTO . HOME . BUSINESS .

ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

141 N. MAIN ST. P.O. BOX 599
NORTHVILLE, NY 12134

Providing insurance
PHONE: 518-863-4224

coverage to
Fulton, Montgomery,
Hamilton, & Saratoga
Counties for more
than 50 years!

14 CENTER ST. P.0. BOX 38
BROADALBIN, NY 12025
PHONE: 518-883-3421

hoyagency.com

EMAIL: Info@hoyagency com

LIFE

Visit Ipicommunities.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT |
ORGANIZATION NEED 5% &:6427”

Scan to
contact us!

gmbree’s Vail Mjy
Wines & Spirijts
883-5551

COR. RT. 30 & RT. 155
BROADALBIN, NY 12025

Apples ¢ Cider * Cider Donuts
Fresh Baked Pies ¢ Pastries
Local Maple Syrup & Honey
Farm Stand & More
Call for special bakery orders

(518) 613-4070 » lakevieworchardny@gmail.com
133 Co. Hwy 123 « Mayfield, NY ﬁ@

®

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph & St. Francis Assisi, Broadalbin, NY 03-1086



