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Sat. Dec 30, 4:00 pm (SH) -  †In loving memory of 
Donald Thum, requested by his wife Loretto, his son 
DJ, daughter Chrissy, and his grandchildren. 
                                                 
Sun. Dec 31, 8:30 am (SC) - † In loving memory of 
Bailey Alexandria Field, requested by Mom, Dad and 
Sammy. 
 
Mon. Jan 1, 10:00 am (SC) -  For the sick, infirm, 
and bereaved of St. Cecilia’s, requested by St. 
Cecilia’s Christian Service. 
 
            
 

Tue. Jan. 2 thru  Sun. Jan. 7, 2023 
 
 

Tue. Jan 2, 8:00 am (SH) -  No intention requested. 
 
Wed. Jan 3, 8:00 am (SC) - No intention requested. 
  . 
Thurs. Jan 4, 8:00 am (SH) - For the people of the parish. 
 
Fri. Jan 5, 8:00 am (SC) - For the people of the parish. 
    
Sat. Jan 6, 4:00 pm (SH) -  1.) †For the angels adorning 
our memorial tree, given by their family and loved ones.    
        2.) Blessings on the 65th 
Anniversary of Bob & Betty Donohue, requested by Lorrie 
& Tony Stellato.             
                        
Sun. Jan 7, 8:30 am (SC) - 1.) † In memory of Teresa 
Campochiaro, requested by Joey Ford & family. 
      2.) † In memory of George 
Spannbauer Jr., requested by Pat & George Galeazza. 
 
 
 

Jan 2 
(SH) 

Barb Bilins 
Kathy Avery 

Jan 2 
(SC) 

Bette Papa  
Sandy Hayes 

Jan 9
(SH) 

Noreen Brownell 
Deb Swarczewski 

Jan 9
(SC) 

Lorna Quinn 
Ann Mahon 

Jan 6 
(SH) 

 

Jan 7
(SC) 

James Wray 
Ken Stuff 

Dec 30 
(SH) 

Katherine Downing 
Kathy Avery 

Dec 31 
(SC) 

Dianne Kierpiec 
Dave Marcais 

Jan 3 
(SH) 

Jamie Lemiszki 
John Nigro 

Jan 24 
(SC) 

Dianne Kierpiec 
Kathleen Harris 

Ann Mahon 

Mass Intentions: Mass Intentions are needed for both 
parishes. Having a Mass celebrated for  a person or  a 
specific request has a long history in the Catholic 
Church. Requesting a Mass is not only a sign of your 
own faith and flourishing, but of your heart for those 
who these Masses are intended.  

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
 December 31, 2023 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 
I remember the first time my older sister asked me if I wanted to hold her 
newborn son. Terrified, I told her I didn’t think it was a good idea. My 
résumé had nothing to suggest I would be a qualified baby holder. But she 
warmly told me, “I’ll help you hold him.” It struck me that she is baby’s 
mother. She is the one who decides who is qualified to hold him. I took him 
in my arms and soon I began to feel comfortable with that tiny little warm 
cooing creature in my arms, and soon I no longer feared holding him. Now, 
twenty-seven nieces and nephews later, holding a newborn child is one of 
the great joys of my life. 

Do we sometimes think that Jesus is given only to the highly qualified, 
special religious people? In the Gospel of Luke today we hear about the 
presentation of the Lord in the temple. The newborn son of God is passed 
around like a baton in a relay race, not guarded like a precious jewel or a 
breakable china dish. We can see him going from the arms of Mary to 
Joseph, then to the priest performing the ceremony, then to Simeon the old 
man, then to Anna the old widow. Each one receiving him and then handing 
him to the next. A tidal wave of joy and thanksgiving follows wherever he is 
placed. 

Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in your arms. How can I say that 
with such confidence? Because the mother decides who is qualified. The 
Blessed Virgin, embodied in the Church, holds him out to you and me. She 
rejoices to place him in our arms to hold, and to hand him on, too. 
 
.~Father John Muir 
 
©LPi 

 

†  Altar wine at Sacred Heart for the month of January has 
been donated in loving memory of Louie & Ann Stellato at the 
request of Tony & Lorrie Stellato 

†  Altar hosts at Sacred Heart for the month of January has 
been donated in loving memory of Peter & Virginia 
Szyjkowski at the request of Lorrie & Tony Stellato. 



 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: To acknowledge the need 
for the future as a network of parishes in the Amsterdam 
area, the sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated each 
Saturday at St. Mary’s Church in Amsterdam with Fr. 
Juanito, Fr. Nate and Fr. Bob available to hear confessions. 
Confessions will be heard from 3:00pm to 3:30pm each 
Saturday and all the parishioners are welcome to take 
advantage of this opportunity. The network includes St. 
Cecilia’s from Fonda, Sacred Heart from Tribes Hill, St. 
Stephen’s from Hagaman and St. Mary’s, Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel, and St. Stanislaus’ from Amsterdam.  
 
Please Support Our Advertisers:  Take a look at the back 
of your bulletin. The businesses on the back commit to a 
yearly ad. These ads PAY for the printing and distribution 
of our bulletin. 
 

Upcoming Second Collections: 
Jan 6/7  -  Fuel/Heat 
 

 

Collections & Attendance 
  Dec 23& 24, 2023—Weekend totals: 

  
Collections:              SH                SC 
Weekly Collection           722.00   706.00 
Christmas    1505.00 1058.00 
Other         85.00   143.00 
__________________________________________               
 
Parish Total    2312.00               1907.00 

 
 

 
Memorial Contributions: Along with the Sanctuary 
Lamp and flowers for the altar  you can now sponsor  the 
altar wine and hosts in memory of a loved one.  Wine and 
hosts will be $20 each per month. You can stop by your 
parish office or even put the information in the collection 
basket for your chosen sponsorship. 
 
Wintery Gathering:  With the Ice Cream Social being 
quite successful, Sacred Heart is thinking a social during 
the winter months might be in order.  A toasty gathering in 
February may take a bit of the chill off. 
 
Blue Envelopes for Saint Mary’s Institute: Please 
consider a contribution to continue to provide academic 
excellence with an emphasis on Catholic values. St. Mary’s 
is the only Catholic school in Fulton & Montgomery 
Counties.  St Mary’s Blue Envelopes are located in the  
 
The Music Ministry of  Historic St Mary's Church is 
excited to  announce the start of a Church Children's choir! 
Any children from first to eighth grade are encouraged  to 
join. Projected  date for first  rehearsal is early 
February  2024. More information will be forthcoming to 
all churches in the next few weeks. 
Please contact Michela Riccio, Music Director of St Mary's 
Church, with any questions  
518-705-9468   michelaalbertariccio@gmail.com 
 

  Mary’s divine motherhood broadens the Christmas spotlight. Mary has an important role to play in the 
Incarnation of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. She consents to God’s invitation conveyed by the angel (Luke 
1:26-38). Elizabeth proclaims: “Most blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does 
this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:42-43, emphasis added). Mary’s role as 
mother of God places her in a unique position in God’s redemptive plan. 

Without naming Mary, Paul asserts that “God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). Paul’s 
further statement that “God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out ‘Abba, Father!’” helps us realize that Mary is 
mother to all the brothers and sisters of Jesus. 

Some theologians also insist that Mary’s motherhood of Jesus is an important element in God’s creative plan. God’s “first” 
thought in creating was Jesus. Jesus, the incarnate Word, is the one who could give God perfect love and worship on 
behalf of all creation. As Jesus was “first” in God’s mind, Mary was “second” insofar as she was chosen from all eternity to 
be his mother. 

The precise title “Mother of God” goes back at least to the third or fourth century. In the Greek 
form Theotokos (God-bearer), it became the touchstone of the Church’s teaching about the 
Incarnation. The Council of Ephesus in 431 insisted that the holy Fathers were right in calling 
the holy virgin Theotokos. At the end of this particular session, crowds of people marched 
through the street shouting: “Praised be the Theotokos!” The tradition reaches to our own day. 
In its chapter on Mary’s role in the Church, Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church calls Mary “Mother of God” 12 times. 

Other themes come together at today’s celebration. It is the Octave of Christmas: Our 
remembrance of Mary’s divine motherhood injects a further note of Christmas joy. It is a day of 
prayer for world peace: Mary is the mother of the Prince of Peace. It is the first day of a new 
year: Mary continues to bring new life to her children—who are also God’s children. 

   Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  -  January 1  
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support  

Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gary Zakrzewski

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

338 Mohawk Drive
Tribes Hill, NY 12117
Mon & Tues 7am-6pm

Weds - Sat 7am-8pm • Sun - Closed

518.829.5123
Pizza, Wings,
Subs & More!

 Off: 518.853.3230
 Cell: 516.774.9131 
 518.774.9337
 5 Midway Alley
 P.O. Box 672
 Fonda, NY

Fuel Oil • Kerosene • Diesel • K30
24 Hour Emergency Deliveries

Oil & Gas Service and Installation
serviceinfo@mancinioil.com

www.mancinioil.com

Open Everyday at 11:30 am
Guinness on tap + 9 Specialty drafts

& an extensive selection of fine wines. 
Catering Available • Inside Party Room

(Pub Menu and daily specials)
Outside Pavilion Rental $225

Mary Lou Crane, Proprietor
Authorized to perform wedding ceremonies

410 Mohawk Dr., Tribes Hill • 518-829-8000

B A K E R Y

Queen Bee

A Sweet  Start to Your Day
Cakes & Baked Goods for all Occasions

Cheesecakes, Brownies, Blondies, Bagels, 

Cupcakes, Donuts, Pies, Muffins & other Pastries

21 Main St Fultonville, NY  -   518-853-2079

Michael’s Diner

26 Main Street 
Fultonville, NY
518-853-3549

The Best  
Hometown Cooking


